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INTRODUCTION

1. Tre Epimox

Tris edition of Arya Stra’s Jataka-Mald, also called Bodhi-

sattvavadanamald, is based on the edition edited by H. Kern and
published in the Harvard Orientat Series, No. 1, 1890 (referred to :
in the margin by K). A few yeaxs later, in 1895, Dr. J. 8. Speyer
published an English translation of this work in the Sacred Books
of the Buddhists, Vol. I. Kern used for his edition only three Mss,,
A, B and P, and handled this material so skilfully as to give us a
masterpiece of standard Classieal Sanskrit. I do not agree with
Kern in all the emendations he made in his printed test, a few of
which I have rejected as they did nob conform with standard
Buddhist phrases current in Buddhist literature, while a few more
atill, which I have retained in my edition, were,not necessary in
view of the fact that the author, Arya Strs, professed Buddhism
as his faith, and as such, words like erara and FEEE Were quite
natueal in his grain. I must, however, admit and admire the scholarly
scumen of this Dutch Scholar in giving us an admirably fine
Sanskrit text. I have given the variant readings just below the
text, and not relegated them to the end of the volume as Kern did,
to enable the reader, well-versed in the style and vocabulary of
Buddhist Sanskrit works, to judge for himself the value of his
emendations, 1 have also given from Kern's edition the crude
version of a Kacchapajataka in Appendix I, with a few minor
emendations, I have added in my edition an index of versesin
Appendix 1T and a list of metres used by Arye Sura in
Appendix IIT, which features, quite necessary for a modern reader,
are not to be found in Kern's edition. ¢ Farther, I have givenin
Appendix IV Subhasite-Ratnakarandaka-Kathd, which has recently
come to light and is ascribed to Arya Sara. 1 am very grateful
toDr. A, C. Banerjee, University Professor and Head of the
Department of Pali in Caleatta University for his having placed
this work b my disposal for inclusion in this Velume.

e, Tue Work

Arya Sures Jatala-Mald gives us as miny 88 34 Jitakas or
storics of the past lives of Buddha as Bodhisattva, These stories
aro also called araddnas or noble deeds of Bodhisattva. * These
stories illustrate the value of Pdramitds or peifections necessary for



vt Krya Sony's Jaraxa MALz

the attainment of Buddhahood Al the stories state in the open
ing phrases the object to illustrate which the story 18 narrated
These phyases are then followed by ez They are also wound
up by statements how the narrative illustrates the object Eern
thought that the concluding statements or epilogues of these stories
are spunous or later additions with which view I do not agree
They are mntrnnsically part of the story, though modern mnd does

not hike to expressly state the moral to illustrate which a story 18
narrated  (Vide lus Introduction, p x)

The sources of these stottes ave the Pali Jutalas and works
Iike Carya-Paka and Apadana and as many as 28 of these stories
can be traced to these works Arya Swa may have also drawn
upon the Vmaya Puaka 1 1ts Sansknt versions available i frag
ments, pubhshed m Grlgs Mss and in Makmastz 'The case of
story No 1, the Vyaghryatoka which 1s not yet traced m older
Pal works, deserves special consideration A Bodsattva giviog
s body as food to save the mewly born young omes of
a tigress figures frequently i Mahayana literature or m
hterature of the period of transition from Hinayana to Mahayana
form of Buddlism A, reference to Avadana No 32 of the Duwya
vadans (BST No 20, pp 307-313, and my notes thereon ), partt
cularly the two stanzas satgamR’ oceurring on page 312, which to
me appear to be from the pen of Arya Sura, will convince the
reader that this story 18 a speciality of this period and of our authot

The case of a few other Jatakas not yet traced to Pali sources may
be sumilarly explaned

Some of these stories are to be found mn fiescoes in the

Ajants Caves and Bharhut Stupa with verses insenbed from Jataka
Mo (JM 28 4,15,19)

Jataka-Male exercised great mfluence on other Buddhist
wrters, one of them being the author of a late Pali work called
Hatthaanagvlavtheraramse, composed 1 ornato Pali in Coylon
As many a3 20 stanzag are found translated n Paliin the above
work,viz 52 632 7 5 15 18 8 21, 24,2535, 45 10 2,8,
14 11,15 4,9,10,11, 13 18 18 and 28 28

S hdpta-Ratnhoss, an nnthology by a Bud st Scholar
Vidgaknea of 11th centuey & 0, estes stanza No 1292 s from this
work and suthor (33 4, Twagy g )
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3. Tue Avrnor, ms Date axp Works

Very little is known about the life or about the date of
Arya sﬁra, the author of Jataka-Mald, who is the forerunner of the
poets of classical, chaste and ornate Sanskrit. He, however, seens
to be considerably indebted to Kumiralita and his Kalpanamandi-
tits. He, therefore, cannot be much older than the beginning of
the 4th century A. b., and, as one of his works was translated into
Chinese in 434 A, D,, he cannot be put later than 400 a.p. I, there-
fore, assign hifn to 850-400 . ». It has been mentioned above
that the stories from Jatake-Malé were used in Ajantd Cave
frescoes with verses from it inseribed below them, which fact indi-
cates that the work was popular in the 6th century 4 ».

As hinted at by Dr. A. C. Banerjee in his Introduction to
Subkasita-Ratnakarand aka-Kathd, there were, probably, two writers
bearing the name of Arya Sira or Siira, the author of Jataka-Mdala
being the earlier of the two.

The following works are ascribed to Arya Sara besides
Jataka-Mald ~ L.

1. Subkdsita-Ratnaktrandaka-Katha, published for the first
time in Appendix IV of this volume, and edited by Dr. A. C.
Banerjee of Caleutta University from a single Ms. from Nepal.

2 Paramitasamdsa, ‘published in Annali Iiatcmnsc, Vol. X,
Citta Lial Vaticano, 1946,

8. Pranmoksasitra-paddhati available only in Tibetan trans-
-lation, See Tohoku. Catalogue No, 4103,
. 4. .Y) AR ‘J-t Ty 1h

See Tohoku Cata]og{)’e No. 4157,

5. Supathanirdesaparitathd, also known from: Tibetan trans-
lation. See Tohokn Catalogue No, 4175, ’

Arya Sara must have written or at least retouched a fow
other Buddhist works, I am almost certain that Avadina No, 38,
Maitralanyakdvadana in Divydvadana, must have been written by
Arya Sira as the language, style, and introductory and concluding
phrases of that avadina indicate. I also feel that Avadana Nos.

22 and 32 in that work may have either been written or retouched
by him,

gandi, also in Tibetan translation.

Arya Stira attained o very high reputation among poets as
b writer of chaste sanskrit. Abhinanda says:
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and thus pays him a compliment for his chaste expression. This
encomium is fully jnstified by Jataka-Mald. There is a commentary on
Jataka-Mala by Dharmakirti, an equally famous poet and also 8
Fhilosopher ( Tohoku Catalogue No, 4151 ) In view of this remark
i is diffeult to believe that the Subhdsia-Ratnalarapdala-Kathd
should be the work of the author of Jataka-Meld, as it is full of imper-
fections all of which cannot be attributed to scribes. This work
seems to have been composed at a time when Buddhism degenerated
t? a great extent. The work does not show any poetic faculty or
flight of inspiration, T ig full of grammatical mistskes and fm}Ity
metre. As to contents, there is nothing elevating: There 18 &
Yopic of gifts to monks, for instance, in which the devotee is advised
to make all sorts of gifts.  We are, therefore, right in holding thab
it must be the work of & later namesake of Arya Sira,
As regards Subhdsua-Rotno daka-Katha I may point out
that its contents dearly show the infl of Danddhharant
mahdydnasitra, i, o, Avadana No, 34 m Duwyaradina, The versifica:
tion, faulty at numerous Places, is also an indicator that the work

must have been written either by 2 novice or by a namesake of
a Olira,

Poona~2, P, I, VAIDYA

18t July, 1959, .
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ABBREVIATIONS

AKX (se %o)—Advadana-kalpalaié of Ksemendra, Bibliotheca
Indica edition; our edition in BST Nos, 22-23.

AS (a1 wo)—Avadana-Sataka by J. S. Speyer, Bibliotheca
Buddhica edition; our edition in BST No. 19.

Asgta (ee Y~—Astasahasrikd Prajiidpiramita, ed. by Rajendralal
Mitra.

BC—Buddhacarita of Aévaghosa, edns, by Cowell and Johnstone.
BCA—Bodhicarydvatdra of Sintideva, with Pafijiks of Prajiia-
karamati, ed. by Poussin; bare text in Zapiski.
BCP—Bodhicarydvatdrapaiijhd of Prajiskaramati, ed. by Poussin,
CP—Cariyapitaka, PTS edition’ also by B. C. Law,

CS—Catukstava of Nagarjuna (I Nirupama, II, Lokdtita,
II1. Acintya, and IV, Paramartha)

DA (Reme) Divyavadina, our edition in BST No 20; also Cowell
and Neil’s edition.

DBh (g 3o }—Dasabhiamikasitra ed. by Rahder,
GM—@ulgit Mss. ed. by N. Datt.

GV (wde )—Gandavyihasitra, ed. by Suzuki and Idzumi, Kyoto,
" Japan, 1949,

J (e Y—Jitaka, ed. by Fausbol,

IM (ste we ) Jatakamdlg of Arya Sira, ed. by H. Kern, HOS,;
our edition in BST No, 21, :
KV (srra)—Earandawyihe, BIS olifon,

LA (eme }~Lantavatarasiitra, ¢d. by B. Nanjio, Kyoto, Japan,
1923; reprint 1956,

LV (afwte }—Lalita-Vistara, our edition in BST No, 1,
MS (gﬂs';n&):%(.zdhyamakamstm of Nigirjuns, our edition in
MV (% 70 Y—AMadkyamakavriti called Prasq
T ad: f -
kirti, our edition in BST No 10, napads of Cendra
MVestu (7o g0 )—Alahdrasty, ed. by E. Senart,

MVy (we 530 )—Mahdvyutpatti d. by T. P. Minayeff, Bibliofheon
Buddhiea,



v AbprEviations

RE (9ge )—Rastrapalapariprechd, ed. by L. Feer, Bibliothecs
Buddhica,

S8 (Rere )-—Sikg&samuccaya of Santideva, ed. by Bendall in
Bibliotheca Buddhiea; our edition in BST No 11..

SA (g )—Satralomkara of Asanga, ed. by S. Lévi. .

SN-(—gundamnanda of Agvaghosa, edns, by H. P. Shastri and
Johnstone, ] o

SR (e )—Samudhirgjasitra ed. by N. Duit, in GM; o
edition in BST No 2. b

SDP (wgde )—Saddharmapum_larikasﬁtm, ed. by N._Datt; also by
Kern and Nanjio, . .

SP (grie )—Suvamapmbhdsaszum, ed. by B. Nanjio and H.
Tdzumi, Kyoto, Japan, 1931; also by J. Nobel.

8V (gme Y—Sukhavativyaha ed, by Max Muller.

T—Tibetan translution,

T—(followed by number }—Tohoky Catalogue.

TG (aare )—~Tathg atra or Guhyasamdja, GOS edn,
TS (a0 )—Tattwasamgrang of Santaraksita, GOS edition,
VCh [CeS

)—Vajracchedtkd, ed. by Max Miiller,

(N. B—Most of the works mentioned above are plamnned to be
included in the BUDDHIST SANSKRLVT Pomre Geries).
The list will be found at the end of the Volume. ) )
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PREFACE

Ix the following pages is presented for the first time an
‘edition of the Subkdsita-Ratnalaranddl.a-Kathd of Arya Sara, It is
& Buddhist Sanskrit text intended for popularisation of the
saddharma, i e, the excellent rehgion of the Buddha, It was
composed particularly for the use of monk-preachers for inspiring
faith in Buddhism in the minds of the laity. In Nepal if has been
discovered and is written in Newail characters, A manuseripb
copy of the text was procured from the Nepal Durbar Library
through Dr., S. N, Sen, the then Curator of the Nepal Musenm,
zl x::he colophon it appears that Arya Stra was the author of this

. The present test contains twentyeight chapters which are
all inverses. Some are short, while others are long. The con-
cluding chapter, the Paramutdlathd, for instance, contains two
€lokas only. The chapters, therefore, are not uniform in extent.
I'E speaks inter alia of the six paramitds (perfections), viz, ddna
{liberality), @ila (morality), Lsanti (forbearance), tirya, (energy),
dhyina (meditation) and prajiig (wisdom). These six pdramuds
{perfections) are frequently referred to in the Mabiyanic code of
discipline, Each one of the paramitas (perfections) here has been
extolled and recommended for the attainment of spiritual progress
inlife, Indeed, this doctrine of the pdramitd (perfection) made
a stroug appeal to the laity and made Buddbism a popular religion.
Like other Mahiyina texts, this text commences with sslutation
to the Buddha and closes with the following stanza

3 aa B g e @Rt
T @ Bl g wgrET o
The text al:o appears in Tibetan and there are two Tibetan

renderings of it, Both of them are included in Bstantgyuar
(Tanjur) One is contsined in mDo-hgrel, Vol. Gi, foliea 127b'-
142a% and the other in mDohgrel, Vol Ne, foliocs 214a’227b° of
the Snarthang edition. The Tibetan tranclations are, asa rule,
very faithful and slmost verbotim. But the present text on colla.
tion with the Tibetan versions is found to have moro divergence
than agreement, Farther, there is a slight differcnce between the
two Tibetan versions. It is, therefore, Iikely that the Tibetan
renderings were made ot from the present work but from some
other, lost to us, In other words, there were texts other than our
present text which the Tibetan translators made use of,
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Our manuscript is complete, but it has been badly copied.
It is full of mistakes of various types. Even the orthO,_i,'l‘ﬂPhyfls
spmetimes not correct, For collation there is no other umnusc'l'lpt
nor any Tibetan translation and so with some difficulty.the readingd
have been settled. The Tibetan versions have occasionally beed
useful to me.

It should bie observed that Arya Siira who lived in the ‘“.h
gentury A, D,, was one of the famous Buddhist writers of Sanfh}t
Kivyss, He writes in an elegant kavya style. It is ‘more artistic
than artificial. So far only one work of the author hag been
available to us in print. The Jataka-Mfald which contains thirty four
Jatakas llustrating the paramtds ( perfections ) of a bodhisativ hase
been published in America (Harvard Oriental Series). In T_lbetﬂ"'
however, five other works besides the Jatakamald are ascribed ¥
Aryn Sira. They ave: Paamiasamdsa, Pratimoksasitrapaddicdy
Bodhisattvojatakadh ds, Supathadesaparikathd and Subhdst
ratnakarandakalathd. Sanskrit originals of these texts are all IC.M'
Considering the elegance of style of the Jataka-Mdld, the question
naturally arises in one’s mind whether the author of the prese
toxt is identical with that of the Jateka-Mald. We know that thert
were two distinguished Nagirjunas One was the promulgator ®
the Mrdhyamike system of thought and the other was g%t
Tantric teacher. The two Nagirjunas lived about four hundre
years apart, but they have been carelessly mingled together 1
Tibetan traditions. Similar may be the case with our poeb Kyt
Stra, There were very likely two individuals of the name ©
Arya Sira, One was the author of the Jatakamald and the othe¥
was that of the Subhdsitar: 1 dalakathG, In Tibetan accounts,
the two have probably been mistake;xly taken as one person.

. I take this occasion to express my gratitude to Dr. P f L
Vaidya, M. A, (Cal.), D. Litt (Paris), Retired Dircotor, Mithi2
Institute of PostGraduate Studies and Research in Ssuskrib
Learning, Darbhanga, Bihar, for his kindly including the preseat
text as an appendix to his new edition of the Jatala-Mdld,

University of Caleutta Axvkor, Craxpra BAsr/se
23rd July, 1958
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CRITICAL NOTES

[ Black figures refer to the Jataka in this work, j

1. This Jataka is not yet traced to any Pali source. It
2ppearsto be thus peculiar to the period of transition from Hina.
¥ina to Mahayina form of Buddhism. The first trace of this
Jataka is found in Mala Sarvistivida Vinaya from which Ayadina
No. 32 in DA seems to have been taken. Ksemendra in AK refers
to this Jataka in Avadina No. 51 ( pages 818-319) and also again
In Avadana No. 95 (page 538). Ksemendra also bodily takes two
Verses Sttt from DA in his AK 51,

2. The story of Sibi i wellknow in the Parinas. In Jataka
499 and in GP 833 found in Pali. AKX also in Avadina No, 91
refers to king Sibiin a slightly different form,

3. This Jataka corresponds to Pali Jataka No, 415,

4. This Jatake #ppears under different name in Pali, See
J. No. 40 which there is called KhadirangiraJataka,

., . 5 'This Jatake corresponds to Pali J. No. 40, where it
title is Vigayhaw}.i;‘dlalu_

6. This Jataka corresponds to J. No, 316 and CP No. 10
where it is called Sasapandita,

7. This Jatake corresponds to J. No. 480 and CP No, 1
where the fitle 1y AXitti or Akatti,

Totala 8. Ihave not been able to trace the Pa_li source of this
li:erat o ethough the topic figures frequently in the Buddhist

. 9. This is one of the most popular stories in Buddhish
Iéteratu_re. It corresponds to J. No. 547 and GP No. 9. It also
Buresin MV 30 gg and AK No. 29. The story has been scul.

A o.
Phured in the R, Chamber of the Maha Thiipa in Ceylon and
elsewhere,

10. T have not been able to trace this Jataks to Pali
Sourceg,

H, is Ja jatake i ali,
soe J. Nf). aimlls Jataka corresponds to Kwlavalajataka in Palj

2. This Jataka is not yet traced to Pali sources.

13, This Jatake corresponds to J. No. 527,

14, This Jatake corresponds to J. No. 463.

15, This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 75 and CP No. 30.
16 "This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 35 and OP No. 29,
17, This Jataka corresponds to J. No, 512, Many stanzas

in the Sanskrit form have a very close correspondence with Pali
Version, R
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18, Not yot traced to Pali sources.

19. This Jataka corresponds to Pali J, No. 488 and OP
No. 24. Note that at the end thero is o remark: @i wd wH
andia, followed by three stanzas: o mahed ete.  Although all
Pali Jatakas have 3R, «BrRfart and wfedfert with the main mat
and its commentory, Arya Sira in JM does nobinclude any of these
five constituents of a Jataka, Hence Kern regarded as spur}ous
the portion at the end of this single Jataka and puts it into
brackets. ‘

20. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 171 where its title
is Kalyapadhammajitaka.

21, This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 443 and CP No.
14. The sanskritised form 3¢ used by Kern is unusual. The Pali
form i either 57 or 75 equal to Bz in Sanskrit and means ‘smaller or
¢younger’. Compare Fev=g7fa or xfiar.

22, Thig Jataka corresponds to J. No. 502.

23, 'This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 528.

24, This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 407. The story
has been sculptured in the Bharhut Stapa.

25, This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 483.

26. This Jitaka corresponds to J. No. 482.

27. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 407 and CP No. 27
where it is called Kapirdja.

28, This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 813, This story is
sculptured in Ajanta Caves and stanzas 4, 15 and 19 from this work
are engraved under it. The credit of identifying the source of the
fragmontary stanzas goes to Dr. H. Luders. See Yazdani: Ajants
Cave Paintings and Volume of notes thereon.

29, and 30. The Pali source of these Jatakas is not yeb
traced.

31. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 537 and CP No.
82, The story is wellknown in the Purinas under Kalmagapads
and also eleswhere like AK. 53 and 91.

32. 'This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 510 and CP No. 23.

33. This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 278 and CP No. 15.

34, This Jataka corresponds to J. No. 308 where its title
is Javasakunajatake.

It should be nated that although the stories selected by
Arya Sura are old, the treatment given to them by him varies
with the subject-matter. The famo of Arya Sira for ‘chaste

expression” rightly rests on this treatment. ’ '
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